Janie's News, Updates and Info!
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@ SUPER SEPTEMBER NEWS!

New students, new sup-
plies, new lesson
plans...must be a NEW
SCHOOL YEAR! Hope
you and your children
have transitioned
smoothly and with ex-
citement for all the
great learning and grow-
ing that will take place
this year for all age
groups.

September Technical As-

sistance Goals

My TA goals for Sep-
tember will be to make
sure you are up to speed
and ready for your an-
nual school readiness
monitoring that will begin
this month. These are
unannounced site visits
by one of our program
specialists that take
place anytime between
September and April. If
you have everything in
place, it is not a stress-
ful event. If you do
not, it probably will be.
I will highlight some of
the monitored items you
should always have cur-
rent and up-to-date.

1. Curriculum: You

. Staff files:

must be using what
you listed in your
2010-11 contract.
If you stated
‘provider created’,
we will ask to see
your resources and
how you are fitting
them into the stan-
dards and your lesson
plans.

. Lesson Plans: Must

be current, complete
and clearly posted in
the classroom (not in
a notebook on a
shelf!). These should
always reflect the
standards and the
curriculum you are
using.

Must be
current and meet all
DCF requirements.
Annual staff or self-
evaluations are cur-
rent and in files.
Training hours are
documented and up to
date.

. Children's files:

Must be current, es-
pecially shot and
physical forms, and

meet all DCF require-

ments. All ELC-FG
paperwork is current.

Environment: Must
adhere to DCF require-
ments, be clean, de-
velopmentally appropri-
ate and a welcoming
place for children to
play and learn.

Ratios: Must follow
DCF regulations. If
you are ever out of
ratio when a Coalition
staff member visits
your site, we are re-
quired to notify DCF.
Please don't put us in
that position.

. Parent Involvement:

Every parent should be
given a copy of your
program's policies, pro-
cedures and holidays.
Is this documented?

Is a copy of your pro-
vider handbook in each
child's folder?

. Sign-in/out sheets are
maintained daily and
every child attending is
signed in and out.
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September 6

Labor Day-ELC-FG office closed
First Aid Available (CPR TS FULL!)
Sept. 11

Call Mary Gamble at 386-961-
0127 for info and to register!

September 23

Integrating the Standards-Melissa
Brady. 6:00-8:00 p.m., Florida
Gateway College Allied Health
Bldg.

September 26
Johnny Appleseed's Birthday!

Remember, all workshop informa-
tion is posted on our website and
you should register on-line. Go to
www.elc-fg.org and click on
‘Events’. Check the website often
and regularly for all workshop an-
nouncements.

If you register for a workshop and
cannot attend, you must notify the
presenter. We usually have people
on a waiting list who would love to
be able to attend if you cannot.
Thanks for you cooperation!
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MORE INFORMATION & UPDATES

I attended the Florida Family
Child Care Home Association
annual conference in June and
attended, as well as presented
a workshop at the One Goal
Summer Conference in Tampa in
July. I go to these confer-
ences with the goal of learning
something new and exciting to
share with you. Here are some
‘golden nuggets' that I brought
back this year.

Disaster Preparedness-The ELC
of Southwest Florida has put
together a fantastic 3 Step
Disaster Prep Plan in collabora-
tion with local agencies in their
area. The presenter shared
some very scary, thought-
provoking true life stories of
disasters that have happened in
child care centers in our state.
One of the website resources
in the handouts is:

www.nrckids.org/SPINOFF/
EMERGENCY/Emergency.pdf

These are standards for emer-
gency/disaster preparedness
from “Caring For Our Children
National Health and Safety
Performance Standards”. They
are downloadable and very in-
formative. If you wanted to
hold a staff meeting with
emergency preparedness as the
topic, www.issuu.com/naccrra/
docs/disaster-preparation-child
-care-centers?
mode=embed&layout=white is an
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excellent downloadable work-
book to use to help you and
your staff stop, think and plan.

One of the best workshops I
attended was "Block Play: Be-
yond Stacking Up and Knocking
Down" presented by Dr. Pam
Phelps. If you have attended
either Beyond Cribs & Rattles
or the new Birth To Three
Standards workshops I've pre-
sented, then you know I am a
HUGE Pam Phelps fan! I al-
ways learn new ways of teach-
ing from her and I love her
philosophies on developmentally
appropriate practices. Here
are some interesting thoughts
on expanding block play:

1. Read a book that sets the
tone for the construction
experience.

. Discuss ideas for the con-
struction play experience.

. Set children up for success-
ful social interactions by
allocating enough space and
materials (she recommends
25 sq. ft per child in the
block area & 100+ blocks
per child!)

Give each child ample time
to construct (minimum of 60
minutes).

Discuss and talk about con-
struction and then reflect

and review the experience
with the children.

HAPPY BLOCK BUILDING!
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Here are some books to help
the children transition into a
wonderful new school year.
I will be sharing these in
your classrooms this month
during my TA visits.

Literacy Ideas

Froggy Goes To School by
Jonathan London. I love
Froggy books! Laugh along
with Froggy as he adjusts to
new friends, a new teacher
and new rules!

LOOK INSIDE!
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If You Take A Mouse To
School by Laura Numeroff.
Yes, this is the same mouse
that you gave a cookie to.
Read this one over and over
and the children will be able
to fill in all the words!

LOOK INSIDE!
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Tom Goes To Kindergarten
by Margaret Wild. You can

CLASSROOM LITERACY AND ACTIVITIES

substitute ‘pre-kindergarten’
for ‘kindergarten’ and the
children will love how Tom
gets over his first morning
jitters, while his family
wants to stay and play with
him all day at school!
LOOK INSIDE!
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Creative Arts Activities

Helping Hands

Read the book, “All Kinds of
Friends, Even Green!” by
Ellen B. Senisi (wonderful
book about inclusion and
disability with real people
and real pictures). Let
children hold out their hands
in front. Talk about how
our hands are the same
(eight fingers, 2 thumbs)
and how they are different
(big, small, dark, light).
Using skin-toned paint, let
each child 'match’ to his skin
color, talk about the name
of the paint color and then
make left and right hand
prints on manila paper.
Write the child's first name
on the paper and the paint

color name. Make a bulletin
board with the handprints
saying, "We Are All
Friends...Hands Down!”.

The Name Game

Children are trying to learn
names of new friends. This
idea is taken from the Fla.
Dept. of Education VPK
sample lesson plans website.

2 rhythm sticks or unsharp-
ened pencils per child

1 margarine tub per child

Give each child a pair of
sticks. Explain to the chil-
dren and demonstrate how
to chant a name and beat
out each syllable on their
‘drum’. Now, call out each
child's name, chant it four
times while 'beating’ out
each syllable and let the
children chant and tap it
out as well.

Volume IIT Issue 9

Page 3


http://www.amazon.com/Froggy-Goes-School-Jonathan-London/dp/0670867268/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1281028887&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/If-You-Take-Mouse-School/dp/0060283289/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1281029028&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Tom-Goes-Kindergarten-Margaret-Wild/dp/0807580120/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1281029190&sr=1-1

Early Learning Coalition of SUPER RECIPE OF THE MONTHI!

Florida's Gateway, Inc

Janie Richardson, Program Specialist Apple Biscuit Circles <
1104 SW Main Blvd ,
Lake City FL 32025 Canned biscuits (we call them 'bam’ biscuits!)

Apples-peeled or unpeeled (your choice)
Phone: 386-961-0128 _
Fax: 386-628-9328 Butter or margarine

E-mail: jrichardson@elc-fg.org

Preheat oven to 425 and lightly grease a cookie sheet
or aluminum foil squares. Separate biscuits and use a
doughnut cutter to cut a hole out of the middle of each
{ biscuit. Place the doughnut biscuit on the aluminum foil
square or cookie sheet. Use a melon ball scoop and
scoop a 'ball' out of the apple. Place the apple ball into
the biscuit hole, sprinkle with cinnamon sugar and bake
' according to the package directions (usually 8-10 min-
~ utes). When done, cool for a few minutes, place on a
plate and serve with butter or margarine.

\ Discuss the shape, color and taste of the apples and

biscuits. Read "Johnny Appleseed” while waiting for

! the biscuits to bake. Discuss the importance of eating

fruits. Count the seeds. You've covered all the stan-
dards with one cooking activity! That's a great thing!

APPLE PRINTING TIME!
Red, and green apples

Red, and green tempera paint
Paint brushes

Manilla or white construction paper

Cut the apples in half-some lengthwise and some crosswise. When cutting cross-
wise, look for the star inside! Place one color of paint in 3 separate bowls with
brushes. Let the children brush paint on the cut side of the apple and press onto
the paper. Lift straight up and see the print. When dry, use as classroom deco-
rations or cut out and make your own classroom apple tree! For older children, use
fabric paint and let them make apple prints on t-shirts or cloth bags (be sure to
stuff the shirt or bag with several sheets of flat newspaper before painting).




